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Laura Rao, coordinator of the Volunteer and Service-Learning Center 

(VSLC) in the Career Development Center, is held in the highest regard 

by faculty, staff, students, and community partners for her selfless contributions to the community. 

She is a passionate and committed professional who leads the VSLC by example. The growth and 

reputation of the service-learning program at Buffalo State speaks volumes about her performance.

She has managed the dramatic growth of the college’s community-based academic service-learning 

program from its start-up in 2003 to its current level involving about 80 faculty members and 

1,800 students each academic year. She has also established countless community partnerships 

that have engaged more than 28,000 student volunteers in projects that address identified 

community needs. Because of her diligent efforts, nearly one in four Buffalo State students 

now participates in volunteer activities.

Rao’s commitment to excellence is evidenced by Buffalo State’s high rating in service learning in  

the National Survey of Student Engagement; being named the SUNY Outstanding Student 

Affairs Program in 2006 and 2011; earning the prestigious Carnegie Classification for 

Community Engagement; and being named to the President’s Higher Education Community 

Service Honor Roll for eight of the past nine years. In addition, she has coordinated Buffalo 

State’s annual community service day since 2006, now called Bengals Dare to Care Day, which 

results in more than 550 students, faculty, and staff volunteering across Buffalo on a given day.

She is well prepared to adjust to changing institutional needs and has responded promptly and 

creatively to the college’s renewed focus on civic engagement. The dramatic increase in participation 

during her tenure demonstrates the impact she has had on the campus community, providing 

thousands of students with powerful, life-changing exposure to the real world and helping 

faculty transform their curricula to give students multiple opportunities for applied learning 

experiences.

Nominators: Stephanie B. Zuckerman-Aviles, Director, Career Development Center, and Deborah K. 

Renzi, VSLC Associate, Volunteer and Service-Learning Center

President’s Award for Excellence in 
Service to the College

Laura A. Hill Rao
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Paula Mis, assistant to the director of accounts payable and travel  

services, began her career at Buffalo State in 1981 as a stenographer and 

has earned numerous promotions, adding more duties and responsibility with each advancement. 

She is a highly respected and valued member of the campus community. She oversees the daily 

accounts payable functions of the Accounts Payable and Travel Services Office in accordance 

with the rules and regulations of the State University of New York (SUNY) and Office of the State 

Comptroller (OSC), assisting the director in developing and implementing college accounting  

policies. She also serves as the campus liaison between Buffalo State, SUNY, and OSC in 

addressing various systemwide issues.

She has an enormous wealth of knowledge about not only her own duties and responsibilities 

but also the other functions of the office. When Buffalo State transitioned to the new State 

Financial System (SFS), Mis’s due diligence kept the office workflow moving while she assisted 

staff with complex new technical rules, regulations, and processing changes. Throughout her 

career, she has helped institute many methods to improve payment processes, finding solutions 

to challenges that no one else could resolve.

Her demeanor is calm, positive, and good-natured, and she deals with emergencies in a rational 

manner. Instead of focusing blame, she identifies corrective measures that can aid future  

operations. Her patience, optimism, enthusiasm, friendly attitude, and sense of humor are 

constantly on display and always apparent in her interactions with others. She meets work 

challenges head-on with an exceptional attention to detail and accuracy.

Outside of the office, she has been a longtime volunteer both on campus and in the community, 

volunteering at the annual undergraduate and graduate Commencement ceremonies and at 

such fundraising events as the Komen Race for the Cure and Making Strides Against Breast 

Cancer.

Nominator: Robert L. Baumet, Director, Accounts Payable and Travel Services

President’s Award for Excellence in 
Service to the College

Paula J. Mis



William Ortega, senior academic adviser in the Educational 

Opportunity Program (EOP), is steadfast in his dedication to students 

and the mission of the college. He provides comprehensive academic, career, financial aid, and 

personal advisement to students considered to be “at risk” and in need of more specialized 

guidance than the average college student. He understands students’ needs and works diligently 

to assist and empower them to navigate college life. His direct approach is fueled by a strong 

desire to see students succeed, and in turn, students trust his ability to advise and guide them.

A compassionate, creative, and ethical counselor, he is well versed in college policies and 

resources for academic advisement. He is often the first person other advisers seek out for 

advice, especially when dealing with the most challenging situations. Likewise, he does not  

hesitate to seek advice from other colleagues in a collaborative way to help solve issues. At 

training meetings, he often provides words of wisdom and encouragement for colleagues from 

other campuses or regional academic advisement centers.

He is always available to his students, skipping lunches, working weekends, and staying late 

when necessary. He is thorough with his follow-ups, regularly checking in with students to 

ensure that they are attending tutoring sessions, managing financial concerns, and taking care 

of their health. In situations where students are struggling with personal issues, he physically 

walks them to the appropriate office on campus to make sure they get the help they need 

immediately. He is vigilant about tracking students’ progress toward graduation and their  

personal goals and development.

As the person in charge of readmission into EOP, Ortega exercises crucial judgment in providing 

second chances to students who withdrew from college but have decided to return to their 

academic work. He works closely with the Admissions Office on readmissions and in helping 

prospective students and their families through the process of application and acceptance to 

EOP. He often uses his cultural and language skills in both English and Spanish to better assist 

first-generation college students.

Nominator: Neil P. O’Donnell, Senior Counselor, Educational Opportunity Program

President’s Award for Excellence in  
Academic Advisement

William Ortega



Stephani Foraker, associate professor of psychology, has distinguished 

herself as an outstanding mentor, scholar, and educator since arriving  

at Buffalo State in 2008. She views mentorship as critical to the success of students, and she is  

committed to the highest quality guidance. In her relatively brief time on campus, she has  

mentored 10 independent studies, two honors theses, one McNair scholar, and three undergraduate  

summer research fellowships, as well as roughly 40 students in her ongoing volunteer laboratory 

group. She also serves as a mentor for Psychology Club research projects and Psi Chi, the 

International Honor Society in Psychology.

She is an excellent scholar, having published numerous articles in well-respected journals, and 

her own vibrant scholarly life informs and inspires student scholarship. She has developed a 

three-step model that guides student development in research. Students move from being  

volunteer assistants on a research team to completing independent studies to completing 

more-involved projects such as honors theses or undergraduate summer research fellowships. 

Students learn from Foraker as well as from more advanced students, creating a culture of 

research with long-term relationships.

She does not provide generic career and research guidance but tailors her mentoring to each 

student’s needs. She meets students where they are and encourages them to grow and develop 

to the best of their abilities. If they continue to pursue research as a career, she imparts skills 

that prepare them for graduate studies. If they choose another career path, the background in 

research prepares them to be critical of scientific literature, so that whatever work they do will 

be grounded in evidence-based practice.

Foraker teaches students presentation skills and encourages them to share their work with the 

broader scientific community. Of note, her students have presented eight posters or talks at 

regional conferences, three posters or talks at national conferences, three posters or talks at 

international conferences, and 18 research projects at Buffalo State’s Student Research and 

Creativity Celebration.

Nominator: Jill M. Norvilitis, Chair and Professor, Psychology

President’s Award for Excellence as an 
Undergraduate Research Mentor

Stephani M. Foraker



Sarbani Banerjee, professor of computer information systems, has 

a great passion for research and fosters a similar joy and interest in 

research among undergraduate students at Buffalo State. Her outreach to and inclusion of 

women and minorities in a field historically populated by men is heartfelt and extraordinary.

She has long been a supporter of undergraduate research and has successfully applied for funding 

through the college’s Undergraduate Research Office to encourage students to tackle more 

involved and challenging research projects. She has also received grants to revise existing courses 

or develop new courses that include a substantial research experience for students. She has 

been especially supportive of course-based research, and in the last 10 years, more than 50 of 

her students have presented their course-based research projects at the annual Student Research 

and Creativity Celebration. She does a consistently excellent job mentoring and preparing  

students for their presentations on topics that are wide-ranging, relevant, and interesting.

Banerjee is a role model who inspires students and leads her colleagues in collaborative grant 

and research efforts. She is the principal investigator for the Computer Science for High 

Schools (CS4HS) Google grant that provides $10,000 annually to fund high school teacher 

training in computer science using the National Science Foundation’s “Exploring Computer 

Science” curriculum. As part of that program, she enlists her student mentees to help deliver 

content and provide assistance at the weeklong workshops. She implements programs where 

she sees needs and opportunities and is always willing to promote Buffalo State and computer 

science professions.

Active in the local chapter of the Computer Science Teachers Association, she has taken a special 

interest in encouraging women and minorities to consider coursework and careers in all STEM 

fields. She won a statewide SUNY grant in 2012 to establish an academic course and speaker 

series focused on promoting women and minorities in computer science and engineering.

Nominator: Barbara A. Sherman, Chair and Associate Professor, Computer Information Systems

President’s Award for Excellence as an 
Undergraduate Research Mentor

Sarbani Banerjee



Lynn Boorady, chair and associate professor of fashion and textile  

technology, is a consummate professional. Under her leadership, the  

department has become widely recognized for such accomplishments as the annual Runway  

fashion shows, the official Buffalo State tartan plaid, multiple student recipients of the  

prestigious YMA Fashion Scholarship Fund award, grants from Cotton Inc. and Target,  

and the ambitious CONNECT Project, in which she worked and traveled with faculty and 

students at institutions in the UK, Australia, and China.

Her enthusiasm and professionalism with respect to teaching, scholarship, and service are well 

regarded among her peers, and she is an inspiration to her students. She has taught a wide 

variety of core and elective courses in her department, and a summary of her teaching  

evaluations—an overall average greater than 90 percent—provides evidence from students of 

her outstanding teaching capabilities. She has implemented service-learning projects in her 

classes, providing apparel for patients at Women’s and Children’s Hospital and creating  

garments based on cultural preference. She also partners with local companies and professionals 

to speak to her students about current issues in the industry and professional networking.

Boorady actively serves her profession at local, state, national, and international levels. A prolific 

scholar, she has given 16 presentations at international conferences based on her teaching methods 

and two regional presentations at the Genesee Community College Creativity Conference about 

how to encourage creative thinking in students and how to bring creativity into the classroom.

She shares this scholarship with students outside the classroom by guiding independent studies, 

advising students and student clubs, leading international travel, and supervising undergraduate 

research grants awardees. She has supported the Student Research and Creativity Celebration since 

2011, mentoring 36 student research projects in that time. She has supervised eight Undergraduate 

Research Office grants and one Cotton Inc. student grant between 2012 and 2015. Since coming 

to Buffalo State, she has procured more than $120,000 in funding from Cotton Inc. to develop 

classes and seminars on the use of cotton fabric.

Nominator: Barbara A. Sherman, Chair and Associate Professor, Computer Information Systems

President’s Award for Excellence in 
Teaching

Lynn M. Boorady



Eric Dolph, assistant professor of interior design, has effectively  

transformed his career from professional architect to full-time college 

faculty member. With extensive knowledge of computer-aided design, he teaches a variety of 

courses and manages the department’s computer lab.

Even as a new faculty member, he commendably modified his courses to reflect departmental 

revisions and industry standards for software, digital tools, and social media. Bringing external 

resources to his students, he incorporates the diverse array of Buffalo architecture styles into 

class assignments and develops projects in collaboration with professional members of the 

International Interior Design Association as well as local architectural and design firms. He  

frequently invites guest lecturers to bring real-world perspectives and case studies into the  

classroom.

He links research directly to teaching, pursuing scholarship that centers on the use of digital tools 

in professional design and in design education. He has presented twice at regional conferences 

on the topic of collecting and analyzing data on the use of digital design software. He is one of 

five lead investigators on a grant submitted to the National Endowment for the Arts to fund the 

study of university-level design curricula. His influence on student growth and success is evident 

through the projects created in his courses, including a recent Albright-Knox Art Gallery redesign 

project that inspired two students to earn undergraduate summer research fellowships.

Dolph works with students beyond the classroom, organizing networking events between 

students and professionals. Two of his courses received service-learning designations to benefit 

community partners. He works with students to provide feedback on portfolio content and 

layout, suggests internships, and offers advice on interviews and professional concerns. The 

quality of his teaching accomplishments and evaluations predict continuing growth in a long 

career of service to students.

Nominator: Darcy Engle, ’16

President’s Award for Excellence  
in Teaching

Eric R. Dolph



Michael Fox, lecturer of creative studies, is an engaging and charismatic 

teacher who is known as the department’s storyteller. He is generous 

with his time and has often taken on a mentoring role with his students. His teaching  

evaluations are superior, and students hold him in the highest regard. He establishes strong 

connections with students, and his mentorship often extends beyond graduation. He has 

changed many lives in a positive way, often helping students with critical decisions about  

graduate school and career plans. His open-door policy builds creative confidence in students 

who seek his advice.

He is open to change and growth and continuously adds to his expertise to make his teaching 

more dynamic and progressive. He has a reputation for holding students to high standards, 

especially in regard to writing papers. He does not settle for mediocrity. He also serves as a 

mentor for faculty members and believes that sharing knowledge and experience makes for a 

richer, more collegial and appealing workplace. He is a team player, always reliable, often  

serving as the department’s “summer chair.”

In addition, he represents what it means to be a scholar in the classroom. Unsatisfied with the 

quality of literature for the introductory-level courses in creativity, he set out to write a book 

that filled this gap. Three editions later, his book Exploring the Nature of Creativity is still 

being used to support creativity courses at Buffalo State and at universities across the country. 

He donates the royalties from the book, which have exceeded several thousand dollars to date, 

to the Creative Studies Department.

Fox’s teaching extends beyond the classroom into the community. He has facilitated many 

organizations through creative problem solving sessions and presented to diverse groups in the 

education, business, and not-for-profit sectors, strengthening Buffalo State’s reputation as a 

leader in creative studies.

Nominator: Gerard J. Puccio, Chair and Professor, Creative Studies

President’s Award for Excellence  
in Teaching

Jon Michael Fox



Jean Salisbury, secretary II in University College, has consistently  

displayed superb performance in her assigned duties. Her dedication, 

professionalism, and passion epitomize the essence of University College (UC) as a home 

for first-year and undeclared students. Her job requires balancing competing interests and 

interacting with different offices across campus, and she juggles multiple roles with ease and 

efficiency.

Salisbury is a backbone of UC, embodying a “buck stops here” approach to her work. Each day, 

she handles changes related to personnel matters, contracts, and the Intellectual Foundations 

program. She also coordinates the Critique and Evaluation Period each semester, handling block 

exams and scheduling conflicts, and even proctoring exams herself when needed. For more than 

two decades, she has contributed significantly to the success of Commencement, presidential 

inaugurations, First-Year Convocations, and the SEFA-United Way drive.

She is collaborative and unbiased when dealing with distressed parents, faculty, and staff members, 

responding in extraordinary ways to daily challenges. She participates in all University College 

meetings, even when not required to do so. Professional excellence is her norm. Although event 

planning is not in her job description, she coordinates scheduling, venues, entertainment, and 

RSVPs for all University College events. She even submitted a proposal for the organization and 

layout of the front office and a “rotational plan” that resulted in an improved work process among 

UC secretaries during particularly busy periods.

Her tremendous efforts and innovative approaches to working with the campus community greatly 

aid in the warm welcome that students receive, the care with which temporary service employees 

are treated, and the satisfaction that UC staff, faculty, students, and parents experience. Behind the 

scenes and on the front lines, Salisbury helps in every area of UC by ensuring that advisement,  

academic support, and student-learning opportunities are afforded to Buffalo State students.

Nominator: Amitra A. Wall, Assistant Dean of Intellectual Foundations and First-Year Programs, 

University College

SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence 
in Classified Service

Jean M. Salisbury



Heather Maldonado, assistant dean and director of academic standards 

in University College, performs her assigned duties superbly and makes 

enormous efforts in service beyond those responsibilities. She demonstrates flexibility and a 

willingness to adjust to institutional needs, is creative in addressing work tasks, has remarkable 

problem-solving and decision-making skills, and is an innovative leader on campus within the 

State University of New York (SUNY) system.

Her responsibilities include reviewing petitions from students seeking exemptions from campus 

academic requirements. She effectively balances the need to assist students with extenuating  

circumstances with the need to protect the integrity of institutional policies. She has carefully assessed 

some of the reasons for petitions and used that information to inform changes in policy and practice. 

She also chairs the Academic Appeals Committee, which functions efficiently in processing numerous 

and complicated matters. The number of students on academic probation has decreased during her 

tenure, while the number of students on academic probation returning to good standing has increased.

Maldonado has created innovative new services at University College. Her careful management 

of the master schedule has helped reduce the number of sections with low enrollment. She also  

designs, implements, coordinates, and evaluates University College participation in collegewide 

recruitment and transition programs including open house, registration, orientation, and 

homecoming. She oversees First-Year Convocation, one of the largest campus events of the 

academic year and an important Buffalo State tradition.

She is a visionary—a proactive and intelligent leader with an admirable collaborative style. A 

member of numerous committees, she makes a tremendous difference in the lives of students, 

faculty, and staff. She understands the nature of undergraduate students and the college climate 

and stays on top of theory, literature, and trends in order to carry out her best work. She fosters a 

healthful and effective work environment and has improved the learning and campus experiences 

of many students at Buffalo State.

Nominators: Stephanie B. Zuckerman-Aviles, Director, Career Development Center; and Kelly M. 

Frothingham, Chair and Professor, Geography and Planning

SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence 
in Professional Service

Heather D. Maldonado



Bridget Chesterton, associate professor of history and social studies  

education, is a prolific scholar known internationally for the quality 

and cutting-edge nature of her work. She has produced a monograph (The Grandchildren of 

Solano López, University of New Mexico Press, 2013), two edited volumes, more than a dozen 

journal articles and book chapters, eight book reviews, and various other publications. She has 

also presented her work at major conferences across the western hemisphere.

She has proved to be a successful grant writer in support of both her research agenda and 

campus initiatives. Most recently, she was awarded a prestigious Fulbright Institute of 

International Education research grant to return to Paraguay in 2016. Over the years, she 

has successfully applied for research funding from the SUNY Research Foundation, the 

Consortium for Latin American Studies, and the Provost’s Incentive Grant and Individual 

Development Award funds.

She is demanding, passionate, and relentlessly dedicated to her students and their scholarly success. 

She is a talented writer, a respected researcher, an insightful editor, and a fierce intellect. As a 

mentor, she combines the ability to convey total support for her students with an uncompromising 

demand that they do their best work and present it to the broader academic community. 

Chesterton generously gives of her time. She has devoted countless hours to mentoring students. It 

is a rare day when she is not in her office speaking with students about their classes, research, and 

plans. She co-presents at the department’s annual workshop on applying to graduate programs in 

history and was the driving force behind establishing the Exposition, the department’s annual online 

history journal, which provides students with a venue to publish their original research.

Nominator: Kenneth J. Orosz, Professor, History and Social Studies Education

SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence 
in Scholarship and Creative Activities

Bridget María Chesterton



Ilya Grinberg, professor of engineering technology, has worked 

methodically during his career at Buffalo State to build up the electrical 

engineering technology program’s curriculum and laboratory through focused research and 

collaboration. He has achieved significant goals with a unique combination of creativity,  

energy, and patience.

As head of the smart grid concentration within the electrical engineering technology program, 

Grinberg has used applied research to address a critical need: the modernization of the power 

system. This initiative is considered key to the economic development of the region and is an 

example of innovative thinking that transcends traditional institutional boundaries.

Using funding from the U.S. Department of Energy, the Research Foundation for the State 

University of New York, and other sources, Grinberg built a state-of-the-art lab that enables 

him to simulate power generation, control, distribution, and consumption as a fully integrated 

smart grid model. The result is a one-of-a-kind facility that is now being enhanced through 

collaboration among five educational institutions. Using this lab, he and his colleagues are 

developing a curriculum that will support education and training of the new smart grid  

workforce. Grinberg’s work in this area has drawn attention to Buffalo State from utility  

companies, researchers, and developers from academia and the private sector.

Grinberg is an excellent researcher and collaborator, with 43 papers published in national 

and international journals and proceedings. An authority on the lend-lease activities between 

the United States and the Soviet Union during World War II, he coauthored the book Red 

Phoenix Rising: The Soviet Air Force in World War II (University Press of Kansas, 2012). 

Grinberg successfully balances his teaching responsibilities and mentorship of undergraduate 

and graduate students with his own wide-ranging scholarship.

Nominator: Mohan S. Devgun, Chair and Professor, Engineering Technology

SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence 
in Scholarship and Creative Activities

Ilya Y. Grinberg



Justin Donhauser, lecturer in philosophy and humanities, shows an 

impressive ability to encourage and direct the innate talent, intellect, 

and compassion of his students through his teaching.

He has been a major contributor to the expansion and revision of the curriculum in his  

department, developing and teaching eight courses over the past four years, including a  

traditional introduction to philosophy course, a new online course in logic, and the only  

service-learning course offered by the department.

His excellence in teaching is exhibited in many ways. One of the most concrete measurements 

is his consistently high ratings on teacher evaluations, which rank him in the top 5 percent 

of his department. His leadership and service as the faculty supervisor for the Students for 

Sustainability (S4S) service-learning course combines two of Buffalo State’s core values— 

dedication to student success and commitment to serving the community—in a unique and 

effective manner. His efforts have helped keep the philosophy and humanities area relevant for 

today’s students, allowing them to apply their learning in important ways.

His impressive research agenda serves to further enhance his teaching and service. Even though 

he is one of the junior members of the department, he has already amassed a respectable  

publication, presentation, and grant award record, including five articles in refereed journals 

and book chapters, more than 20 professional presentations, and fellowships and grants from 

local and national campus- and community-based organizations.

Nominator: Kimberly Blessing, Professor, Philosophy and Humanities

SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence 
in Adjunct Teaching

Justin C. Donhauser



Laurence Shine, lecturer in English, is a transformative teacher who 

leads his students to a deeper understanding of English, Irish, classical, 

and world literature. His contributions to Buffalo State and the larger Buffalo community  

represent a prolific commitment to liberal arts values.

Shine creates a classroom atmosphere that not only is comfortable and conducive to rigorous 

and purposeful learning but also models sound teaching techniques for his students, many of 

whom are future teachers. The breadth of his pedagogical expertise can be validated by the 

many venues in which he teaches. Not a traditional classroom lecturer, he engages students 

and colleagues in learning communities, study tours, reading circles, museums, theaters, coffee 

shops, and other public spaces in and around Buffalo.

His commitment to teaching has been recognized by former students who established the 

Shine Fellowship in 2015. This honor, saluting Shine’s contributions to furthering the  

appreciation of Irish intellectual and cultural heritage in Western New York, annually provides 

a Buffalo State student with financial support to conduct a yearlong research project under 

Shine’s mentorship.

His colleagues appreciate his collegial and collaborative nature and willingness to share his 

time and talent. He is viewed as a valued and essential member of the English Department, 

co-teaching classes, lecturing for colleague’s classes, and sharing techniques in an array of 

courses covering a variety of subjects and crossing all levels of students.

Nominator: Lisa Berglund, Chair and Professor, English

SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence 
in Adjunct Teaching

Laurence J. Shine



John Cabra, associate professor of creative studies, is a standout teacher 

who is committed to student learning and achievement in and out of 

the classroom. He has a strong record of teaching excellence and positive impact on student 

growth and performance through his course offerings. In addition, he has developed an  

international reputation as an expert in the field of creativity.

In evaluating Cabra’s courses, students often note the breadth of knowledge that he brings to 

the classroom. His extensive research in the field of creativity allows him to answer students’ 

questions with precision, foster deeper and more critical thinking about the material, and 

connect threads of research that students find interesting and useful. Students also appreciate 

Cabra’s personal experience working for Fortune 500 companies, which he draws on to  

connect real-world situations to the theoretical topics covered in his courses.

He demonstrates his commitment to student learning in many ways, from continually refining 

his lessons to developing new instructional methods. He frequently stays beyond class hours 

to continue discussions with students and encourages them to apply their knowledge outside 

the classroom through service-learning activities. He is a strong advocate of using creativity to 

bring positive change to communities.

An international scholar, Cabra has authored or coauthored eight peer-reviewed articles, 

five book chapters, and three conference papers. Several of his works have been published in 

both English and Spanish. An in-demand speaker, he has presented talks on creativity in the 

Netherlands, Colombia, Mexico, El Salvador, Canada, Taiwan, South Korea, and Italy. His 

enthusiasm for teaching creativity—and the science behind it—has inspired many students to 

achieve professional success.

Nominator: Michael J. Littman, Chair and Associate Professor, Business

SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence 
in Teaching

John F. Cabra





Buffalo State Faculty and Staff 
International, National, and  
State Awards*

Michelle Bae-Dimitriadis

Associate Professor, Art Education

Mary J. Rouse Early Professional Award 
National Art Education Association/ Women’s 
Caucus

Dolores E. Battle

Professor Emerita, Speech-Language Pathology

Appointed to the Practice Analysis Task Force 
for Specialty Certification in Child Language 
and Language Disorders 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association

Brian J. Bidell

Robert B. Fletcher

Kenneth A. Herberger

Kevin P. Sullivan

University Police Officers, University Police 
Department

New York State University Police 
Professionalism Award 
SUNY Police Chiefs Association Awards

Lynn M. Boorady

Chair and Associate Professor, Fashion and 
Textile Technology

Educators for Socially Responsible Apparel 
Practices Teaching Award 
International Apparel and Textile Association

Paper of Distinction: Sustainability, Social 
Responsibility Track 
International Textile and Apparel Association

Bridget María Chesterton

Associate Professor, History and Social Studies 
Education

Elected Vice President for 2016–2017, President 
for 2017–2018 
Mid-Atlantic Council of Latin American Studies

Carol A. DeNysschen

Associate Professor, Health, Nutrition and 
Dietetics

Abbott Nutrition Award in Women’s Health 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics 

Kathleen A. Falconer

Lecturer, Mathematics

Homer L. Dodge Citation for Distinguished 
Service to American Association Physics 
Teachers 
American Association of Physics Teachers

Frances M. Gage

Associate Professor, Fine Arts

Brown/Weiss Publication Subvention Award 
Newberry Library

Jeffrey N. Hirschberg

Associate Professor and Director, Television and 
Film Arts

TV Pilot “Unfiltered”: Official Selection 
Pilot Light TV Festival

Dan L. MacIsaac

Associate Professor, Physics

Homer L. Dodge Citation for Distinguished 
Service to American Association of Physics 
Teachers 
American Association of Physics Teachers

Susan A. McCartney

Director, Small Business Development Center

Selected to National Advisory Board 
National Professional Science Master’s 
Association (NPSMA)

Deborah A. Silverman

Associate Professor, Communication

Elected National Treasurer for 2016 
Public Relations Society of America (PRSA)



Jill K. Singer

Professor, Earth Sciences and Director, Office of 
Undergraduate Research

Fellow 
Council on Undergraduate Research

Fellow 
Geological Society of America

* Awards listed were announced September 1, 2015, 
through August 31, 2016.

Faculty and Staff Grants*

Lisa T. Morrison-Fronckowiak

Director, Disability Services

Access to BSC: Bridge to Success in College 
The Peter and Elizabeth C. Tower Foundation 
($54,102)

Susan E. McMillen

Professor, Mathematics

MSP Elementary Math Teachers Year #3 
Buffalo City School District ($65,000)

Patrick C. Ravines

Director and Associate Professor, Art Conservation

Graduate Conservation Education and Training 
Fellowships 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
($150,000)

Margaret A. Shaw-Burnett

Associate Vice President, Continuing 
Professional Studies

Unemployed Worker Training 
New York State Department of Labor 
($100,000)

John F. Siskar

Director, Center for Excellence in Urban and 
Rural Education

Lafayette Professional Development Partnership 
Buffalo City School District ($64,816)

Lafayette Professional Development Partnership 
Year 2 
Buffalo City School District ($130,366)

I. Martha Skerrett

Chair and Associate Professor, Biology

Investigating Connexin Interaction in Skin 
National Institutes of Health ($294,000)

Edward A. Standora

Professor, Biology

Enhancement of the Map Turtle Population in 
the Upper Niagara River through Translocation 
and the Development of Anthropogenic Nesting 
Sites 
New York Power Authority ($142,219)

William F. Wieczorek

Director, Institute for Community Health 
Promotion; Center for Development of Human 
Services

Erie County DSS Education Program 
Erie County Department of Social Services 
($274,627)

*$50,000 and above, awarded September 1, 2015, 
through August 31, 2016.



New Faculty and Librarians*

Corrie E. Allen
Lecturer, Fashion and Textile 
Technology

William C. Altreuter
Lecturer, Political Science

Florina Altshiler
Lecturer, Political Science

Naila H. Ansari
Lecturer, Theater

Nathan J. Attard
Lecturer, University College

Daniel Bassin
Lecturer, Music

Clairissa D. Breen
Assistant Professor,  
Criminal Justice

Patrick B. Burke
Lecturer, Political Science

James H. Burnette
Lecturer, Engineering Technology

Elizabeth A. Bystrak
Lecturer, Exceptional Education

Jane F. Calvert
Lecturer, Health, Nutrition,  
and Dietetics

Michael C. Cimasi
Lecturer, Sociology

Gliset Colon
Lecturer, Exceptional Education

Elvi J. Daly
Lecturer, Art Education

John C. Doscher
Lecturer, Criminal Justice

Robert J. Dray
Lecturer, Design

Jikai Du
Assistant Professor,  
Engineering Technology

Megan E. Dumpleton
Lecturer, Health, Nutrition,  
and Dietetics

Bryan M. Eckenrode
Lecturer, Music

Emily R. Fagerstrom
Lecturer, Mathematics

Susan Felsenfeld
Chair and Associate Professor, 
Speech-Language Pathology

Michael G. Filipski
Lecturer, Mathematics

Julie Flanagan
Lecturer, Elementary Education 
and Reading

Katrina R. Fulcher
Assistant Professor,  
Speech-Language Pathology

Rodney A. Garrison
Lecturer, Music

Adriano J. Gatto
Lecturer, Theater

Edward S. Gleason
Lecturer, Engineering Technology

Michelle B. Glynn
Lecturer, Communication

Bradley A. Goldowsky
Lecturer, University College

Ashok Gupta
Lecturer, Mathematics

Adam J. Hamilton
Lecturer, Elementary Education 
and Reading

Brian W. Hammer
Lecturer, Fine Arts

Margaret M. Herb
Assistant Professor, English

Nathaniel J. Hodge
Lecturer, Fine Arts

Lionel Huddleston
Lecturer,  
Modern and Classical Languages

Sarah E. Kaiser
Lecturer, Sociology

Jessica A. Kulak
Lecturer, Health, Nutrition,  
and Dietetics

Ann Lacagnina
Lecturer,  
Modern and Classical Languages

Vivian D. Logan
Lecturer, Social Work

Judith M. Martin
Lecturer,  
Academic Support Programs

Naomi J. McKay
Assistant Professor, Psychology

Nicole J. McPherson
Lecturer, Music

Kimberly R. Mercier
Lecturer, Interior Design

Elizabeth A. Miller
Lecturer, Health, Nutrition,  
and Dietetics

Yola L. Monakhov Stockton
Assistant Professor, Fine Arts

Barbara A. Moore
Lecturer, Mathematics

Jeffrey C. Morton
Assistant Professor, Mathematics

Tonya D. Myles-Day
Lecturer, Social Work



Tiffany M. Nyachae
Lecturer, Social and Psychological 
Foundations

Jill E. Paolini
Lecturer, Mathematics

Ellen L. Parker
Lecturer, Political Science

Brianna L. Plummer
Assistant Professor, Fashion and 
Textile Technology

Gary K. Poon
Lecturer, Physics

Patricia M. Quinn
Lecturer, Theater

Douglas J. Regan
Lecturer, Elementary Education 
and Reading

Joseph W. Riggie
Information Systems Librarian, 
Butler Library

Jason D. Rivera
Assistant Professor,  
Political Science

Mariah A. Schaus
Lecturer, Biology

Susan C. Schulman
Lecturer, Communication

Dana F. Serure
Lecturer, History and Social 
Studies Education

Karen F. Silverstrim
Lecturer, History and Social 
Studies Education

Theresa J. Smith
Assistant Professor,  
Art Conservation

Jonathan W.M. Stockton
Lecturer, Fine Arts

Frank S. Sturniolo
Lecturer, Interior Design

Donghong Sun
Lecturer, Physics

Kim E. VanDerLinden
Lecturer, Higher Education 
Administration

James H. Wardlaw
Lecturer, Creative Studies

Raelyn M. Woltz
Lecturer, Interior Design

Nilam R. Yagielski
Lecturer, Mathematics

Melinda C. Yoder
Lecturer, Health, Nutrition, and 
Dietetics

Robert F. Zahm
Lecturer, Engineering Technology

Xiang-Dong Zhang
Assistant Professor, Biology

*September 1, 2015, through  
September 1, 2016



New Staff*

Denise R. Andrew
Office Assistant 1 (Keyboard), 
Procurement Services Office

Jennifer L. Augstell
Office Assistant 1 (Keyboard), 
Procurement Services Office

Larry D. Barnes
Cleaner, Housing Office

Delroy E. Baynes
Cleaner, Housing Office

Andrew H. Borchik
Ciminelli Hall Manager, 
Performing Arts Center

Keisha L. Brandy
Admissions Assistant,  
Admissions Office

Mark R. Brumby
Office Assistant 1 (Keyboard), 
Career Development Center

Kathleen A. Bumbalo
Office Assistant 1, Butler Library

Robert W. Christmann
Instructional Support Assistant, 
School of Education

Kevin W. Clifford
Head Women’s Basketball Coach, 
Intercollegiate Athletics

Terrence D. Coleman
Cleaner, Custodial Services

Steven T. Contreras
Complex Director for Sophomore 
Experience, Residence Life Office

David W. Cox
Director, New Student and  
Family Programs

Matthew S. DeFries
Senior Staff Assistant,  
RITE Services

Andrew S. Delmonte
Business Adviser, Small Business 
Development Center

Adrien P. Downey
Assistant Swimming and Diving 
Coach, Intercollegiate Athletics

Hope M. Dunbar
Instructional Support Associate, 
Butler Library

Brandon H. Dunkley
Complex Director,  
Residence Life Office

Kelsey K. Ferguson
Student Activities Assistant, 
Intercollegiate Athletics

Nicholas Fronczak
Career Counselor,  
Career Development Center

Debra A. Gates
Cleaner, Housing Office

Elizabeth R. Glose
Office Assistant 1,  
Student Accounts Office

Cathy P. Green
Cleaner, Custodial Services

Chanelle I. Harrison
Cleaner, Housing Office

Jessica M. Helmbrecht
Assistant Director of Recruitment, 
Graduate School

Tricia L. Herritt
Director, International Education, 
International and Exchange 
Programs

Brandon J. Hilt
Staff Assistant, Speech-Language 
Pathology

Jordan R. Hoolihan
Assistant Football Coach, 
Intercollegiate Athletics

Bailey E. Hornung
SSA for Commuter and Class 
Programming, Student Life Office

Jonathan D. Hulbert
Director, Leadership and 
Organizational Development, 
Professional Development Office

Ricardo A. Humphrey
Cleaner, Custodial Services

Taronish H. Irani
Senior Counselor,  
Counseling Center

Dhannayia K. Johnson
Senior Staff Assistant, Small 
Business Development Center

Robert M. Karek
Financial Aid Adviser,  
Financial Aid Office

Hadeel Z. Karzoun
University Police Officer 1, 
University Police

Lebe F. Kinzala
Cleaner, Housing Office

Michael A. Kocieniewski
University Police Officer 1, 
University Police

Ellen Kongphet
Gift Entry and Acknowledgement 
Specialist, Institutional 
Advancement Office

James M. Kowalczik
Lead Programmer/Analyst 
(Networking), Information 
Technology Exchange Center

David J. Lansom
Cleaner, Housing Office

Nancy C. Lee
Office Assistant 1 (Keyboard), 
Admissions Office



Anita L. Lewis
Office Assistant 1 (Keyboard), 
Housing Office

Lars E. Lewis
Assistant Ice Arena Manager, 
Intercollegiate Athletics

Michael J. Lewis
Director, Events Management 
Office

Edward W. Lowther
Cleaner, Housing Office

Katherine P. Malik
Staff Assistant, RITE Services

Mary Jo Malinowski
Employee Benefits Assistant, 
Human Resource Management

Nigel R. Marriner
Registrar, Registrar’s Office

Sharaina M. Martin
Cleaner, Housing Office

Melanie Mazur
Cleaner, Housing Office

Brian L. McDonald
ITEC Campus CIO, Information 
Technology Exchange Center

Nancy A. McGee
Cash Receipt Specialist, Accounts 
Payable and Travel Services

Nicole M. Mehlman
Assistant Cross Country Coach, 
Intercollegiate Athletics

Joshua J. Mergler
Maintenance Assistant Locksmith, 
Campus Services

Christina C. Mule
Clinical Supervisor,  
Speech-Language Pathology

John W. Myers
Video Journalist/Video Production 
Assistant, RITE Services

Pavan Kumar Narayanan
Big Data Developer/Analyst, 
Information Technology Exchange 
Center

Robin L. Nebbia
Nurse Practitioner,  
Weigel Health Center

Lisa C. Noreck
Secretary 2, Student Affairs Office

Marybeth Nugent
Student Activities Assistant, 
Intercollegiate Athletics

Terry L. O’Neil
Office Assistant 1,  
Admissions Office

Amauris Ortiz
Admissions Assistant,  
Admissions Office

Christopher T. Page
Student Union Sound Technician, 
Campbell Student Union

Kevin Phengthavone
Assistant Strength and 
Conditioning Coach, 
Intercollegiate Athletics

Nina G. Pierino
Complex Director,  
Residence Life Office

Jonathan S. Poremba
Cleaner, Housing Office

Joshua W. Rakower
Information Commons Librarian, 
Butler Library

Rachel M. Reichart
Assistant Athletic Trainer, 
Intercollegiate Athletics

Cassandra D. Robinson
Office Assistant 1 (Keyboard), 
Registrar’s Office

Felipe Rodriguez
Cleaner, Housing Office

Christopher P. Root
Instructional Support Assistant, 
History and Social Studies 
Education

Amy R. Runfola
Assistant Director of Transfer 
Admissions, Admissions Office

Katie L. Ryan
Staff Assistant,  
Student Accounts Office

Anthony J. Rychlik
Motor Equipment Mechanic, 
Campus Services

William R. Sabio
Title IX Investigator and 
Prevention Specialist,  
Dean of Students Office

Jennifer A. Sands
Senior Counselor,  
Counseling Center

Kasey T. Sanly
Staff Assistant,  
Procurement Services Office

Nancy A. Savoy
Nurse Practitioner,  
Weigel Health Center

Nicole M. Scaccia
Staff Assistant, Registrar’s Office

Matthew G. Schaefer
Sports Information Assistant, 
Intercollegiate Athletics

Jeffrey J. Scharoun
Complex Director,  
Residence Life Office



Philip J. Schmidt
Plant Utilities Assistant,  
Campus Services

Catherine R. Schultz
Account Reconciliation Specialist, 
Accounts Payable and Travel 
Services

Salina J. Schwartz
Office Assistant 2 (Calculations), 
Financial Aid Office

Joseph V. Scott
Cleaner, Custodial Services

Cheryl A. Silverberg
Payroll and Benefits Specialist, 
Accounts Payable and Travel 
Services

Kara M. Stein
Assistant Softball Coach, 
Intercollegiate Athletics

Tylor J. Sullivan
Cleaner, Housing Office

Sean P. Terry
SSA for Evening and Weekend 
Life, Student Life Office

Win Min Thant
Staff Assistant, Center for 
Excellence in Urban and Rural 
Education

Nicholas B. Therrien
Assistant Men’s Hockey Coach, 
Intercollegiate Athletics

Jill N. Towers
Office Assistant 1 (Keyboard), 
Registrar’s Office

Christopher R. Turkasz
University Police Officer 1, 
University Police

Frank A. Valvo
Security Services Assistant 1, 
University Police

Jessica M. Villafranca
University Police Officer 1, 
University Police

Michael D. Waring
Assistant Football Coach, 
Intercollegiate Athletics

Natalie L. Wills
Office Assistant 1 (Keyboard), 
Student Success

Laura M. Worley
Scholarship Coordinator,  
Financial Aid Office

Jennifer K. Wozniak
Office Assistant 2, Accounts 
Payable and Travel Services

Aimee M. Woznick
Director, Academic Achievement 
Center, Academic Affairs Office

Demetria R. Young
Office Assistant 1 (Keyboard), 
Registrar’s Office

Brian T. Zoldowski
University Police Officer 1, 
University Police

*September 1, 2015, through  
September 1, 2016



MISSION
Buffalo State is committed to the intellectual, personal, and  
professional growth of its students, faculty, and staff. The goal 
of the college is to inspire a lifelong passion for learning and  
to empower a diverse population of students to succeed as  
citizens of a challenging world. Toward this goal, and in order to 
enhance the quality of life in Buffalo and the larger community, 
the college is dedicated to excellence in teaching and scholarship, 
cultural enrichment, and service.

Buffalo State is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution that subscribes 
to all federal, state, and SUNY legal requirements and does not discriminate 
against applicants, students, or employees on the basis of race, sex, ethnicity, 
national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, age, disability, or 
marital or veteran status. Any violation of this policy should be reported to the 
Equity and Campus Diversity Office, Cleveland Hall 415, (716) 878-6210. It 
is the policy of Buffalo State that no otherwise qualified person with a disability 
shall, solely by reason of the disability, be excluded from participation in employment 
or access to programs of the college. 
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This publication is available in large print 
or other accessible formats upon request.




